
                
 
        
 
 
 8th Grade December Newsletter 2018 
 
Advent is a time of anticipation and goodwill.  The eighth grade is embracing this 
theme as we enter the season of Christmas. The Christmas tree lighting will be held 
on Friday, December 7, 2018. The 8th graders are preparing the tree to kick off the 
holiday season with song and ceremony. 
 
 
In Language Arts we will begin a unit about the Holocaust. Together we will act out 
the play the Diary of Anne Frank. Then we will read an excerpt from her diary, and 
an acceptance speech from Nobel Prize winner Elie Wiesel. We will also look at the 
graphic novel Maus. This tells the story of one man’s experience as a Polish Jew 
living under Nazi occupation. 
Students have also begun to tackle Common Core ELA reading passages. Every week 
we will focus on a particular literary skill such as point of view, author’s purpose or 
word choice. I also encourage the students to read a book, newspaper article or 
magazine each evening.  
In Social Studies we completed a chapter on the effects of industrialization and 
urbanization. First, we looked at the corruption that filled politics during the Gilded 
Age. Then we completed an in depth study of Teddy Roosevelt and the Progressive 
reforms. Unit Seven brings us into the global arena as we begin to study US 
imperialism. 
To keep abreast of current events we are reading Upfront. This is a magazine 
produced by Scholastic and the New York Times. The articles have been fascinating.  
 

In Pre Algebra the students have been studying angle relationships that are formed 
when two parallel lines are cut by a transversal. Then they extended this 
information to understand why a triangle has a sum of interior angles equal to 180º 
and why the exterior angles of a triangle is the sum of the two remote interior 
angles of the triangle. Later we will explore the Pythagorean Theorem. The students 
are shown the “square within a square” proof of the theorem. 
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In Algebra instead of just solving equations, the students are learning to formalize 
descriptions of what they learned before (variable, solution sets, etc.) and justify, 
and evaluate their reasoning as they strategize methods for solving linear and non-
linear equations Student will also be solving systems of linear equations. Later the 
students will take their experience further to prove the validity of the formal 
definition for the graph of an equation.  
 
In Earth Science the students will be learning all about Earthquakes and plate 
tectonics. They will learn about the causes of earthquakes and the different types of 
faults across Earth's plates. They will discuss the different scales used to measure 
earthquakes and they will practice in our lab periods how to discern the origin time 
and epicenter location of an earthquake. They will then start to learn about Earth's 
interior and how it makes the giant crustal plates move. They will also discuss the 
various forms of evidence that support the theory of plate tectonics. 
 
In Religion, we are exploring the history of our Church. We began with the days of 
Jesus' life, and the apostolic era. Currently we are looking at the Middle Age. This 
period includes the contributions of the monks, the Crusades, and the many Church 
leaders that emerged during this time. 
Our annual Wreath Sale is December 2, 2018. Thank you to everyone who 
decorated. I am always so grateful when I see so many parents volunteer. You send 
such an important message to our children.  
 
The eighth grade made an historic trip to the Ulster County Courthouse on 
November 15, 2018. We were asked to come and celebrate its 200th anniversary. We 
were entertained by “Sojourner Truth” and were able to see many fascinating 
documents and artifacts. The highlight of the adventure was a question and answer 
session with the New York State Appellate Court justices. This was a great 
opportunity for our students; a special thanks to Regina Fitzpatrick for facilitating 
this event.  

 


